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Eastham 
eighborhood or village) 

1765 Massasoit Road 
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esent Residential 
jriginal " 
Construction Eighteenth Century- 
See Bibliography* 

rm Center-chimney, 3/4 Cape Cod 
House Form 



Recorded by: Dianne L. Siergiej 

and Sanford Johnson 
Organization: Commonweal Collaborative 



:t/Builder 
Material: 

Dn Brick and Concrete (S ell) 

Wall/Trim Shingles 
Roof Cedar Shingles 
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Major Alterations (with dates) S ell added 
(20th C.) 



Good 

no X yes Date Twice 

(Dates Unknown) 

11.69 Acres 



Setting Located in a moderately-settled, 
rural area with marshlands and a view to 
Cape Cod Bay to the rear (west). 



Date: 



August 1995 
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BUILDING FORM 1765 Massasoit Road 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION See continuation sheet. 

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings 
within the community. 

This 1 1/2-story, rectangular, 4 x 2-bay, center-chimney, ship's bow 
roofed, 3/4 Cape Cod house, or house and a half, has been expanded by 
modern appendages. A breezeway and a gable-roofed, double car garage, with 
a shed-roofed shed on its rear (west) elevation, have been added off the north 
elevation and an older, 1-story, gable-roofed ell has been added off the west 
end of the south elevation. 

As is common to houses in Eastham, detail is spare, largely limited to end 
boards and a boxed, molded cornice with an extended rake board set close to 
the eaves of the side elevations. The main entry consists of a 6-panel, 
wooden door with a simple surround of plain trim. Fenestration varies: 9/6, 
double-hung sash on the first floor; 6/6 windows on the second floor; and 
smaller, 6/6 windows in the south ell, all with plain trim. Facade windows 
are located tight to the eaves. 

According to undated notes by Katherine Moore in the house file, the interior 
retains some original wainscoting. Also on site, northeast of the house is a 
model lighthouse. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X See continuation sheet. 

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses 
of the building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

.Massasoit Road was developed during the Federal Period (1775-1830). By the 
' end of the Federal Period, Methodists had established a campground near 
Campground Road off Massasoit Road. This center for summer religious retreats 
lasted from 1830 to 1862 when the camp moved to Yarmouth. By 1831, one of 
Eastham' s five schools and many residences were located on Massasoit Road. 

It is likely that many of the residents were involved in agriculture. 
Grains were an early cash crop in Eastham and later, asparagus and turnips 
became more common. Husbandry and fishing were also important sources of 
income for Massasoit Road residents. By 1901, at least seven farmers were 
living on Massasoit Road. There were also a clerk, lighthouse keeper, laborer 
and a grocer. A provisions store was located on the corner of Oak and 
Massasoit Roads. By the twentieth century, the road had become an important 
way from Orleans through Eastham to Wellfleet. Seasonal residents had begun 
building summer homes and cottages by the Early Modern Period. 

Notes on 1765 Massasoit Road on file at the Eastham Historical Society 
Archives apparently prepared by the great, great grandniece of Sarah and 
Elias Chase (see below) indicate this house was built in the early 1700 's 
by Captain Beniah Gill who was the first of many Gill Family members to 
inhabit the house. Although the 1858 Walling map credits the property to 
"I. H. Gill," material in the file lists Sarah and Beniah Gill, Jr., also a 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES _X_ See continuation sheet. 



X Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; 
If checked, see attached National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

sea captain, as successors to the property. They had three children, William, 
Fred and Howard Gill. Beniah Gill Jr. died c. 1880. Neither Beniah Gill, Sr. 
or Jr. is mentioned in local secondary sources. 

Notes in the file attributed to the Katherine Moore Papers on file with the 
Eastham Historical Society Archives indicate the Gills lived in the North 
Precinct of Eastham which became Wellfleet. Moore also states the house was 
located closer to the Bay and has been moved inland twice. Reputedly the west 
slope of the roof was once painted white as a landmark to sailors and 
fishermen. 

Sarah Gill survived her husband and married Elias Henry Chase. On the 1880 
Walker map, the property is still ascribed to B. Gill, but on the 1908 map of 
Eastham, it is attributed Elias Chase. He is listed as a section hand in the 
1901 'resident directory of Eastham. Sarah Gill Chase lived to 102 years of 
age and remained in the house until her death in 1931. Sarah's granddaughter, 
Sarah Gill Valli, one of the five children of William Gill, inherited the 
house. In 1932, she sold it to Carl and Esther Handel. The Handel's retained 
ownership until the 1970 's. 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement 

Check all that apply: 

X Individually eligible 

Contributing to a 

potential historic district 

Criteria: _X_ A B _JC_ C D 

Criteria Considerations: A B _ C D E F _ G 



Eligible only in a historic district 
Potential historic district 



Statement of Significance by: Dianne L. Siergiej 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 



The property at 1765 Massasoit Road is significant on a local level with 
regard to the above-referenced criteria as one of the oldest, best preserved 
and most picturesque examples of the full Cape Cod house form (double house) 
in Eastham. It is also significant for its long association with the Gill 
family, several of whom were sea captains. 



Original yellow form: Eligibility file _ 
Copies: Inventory form \S 

Town file(w/corresp.) 

Maoris 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by Peter Petrisko 



1765 Massasoit Road, Eastham is an 18th century 3/4 Cape with a ship's bow side gable roof, 4 bays 
wide, 1 1/2 stories and a single center chimney. The property has 2 additions, a 20th century attached 
breezeway and garage on the northwest side and an earlier undated addition on the southwest side. 
The property was originally closer to Cape Cod Bay, but was moved twice to its present location at 
unknown dates. The property is connected to the Gill and Chase families, with Captain Beniah Gill, a 
sea captain, being the original owner of the property. It is reputed that the west slope of the roof was 
once painted white as a landmark to sailors and fishermen. 



Staff wanted additional information on when the building was moved and where it was originally 
localted as well as when the ells were added to the house. Any additional information on the Gill and 
Chase families would also be helpful. 



